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"Consider the blameless, observe the upright; a future awaits those who seek peace."  Psalm 37:37 
 
     Dear friends in Christ, 
 
     It comes as no surprise to any of us when I say that we are living in a tumultuous time. Between the 
pandemic, political strife and racial unrest the last thing we seem to possess is peace. It seems like  
everyone is on edge and no one desires to listen to anyone else. 
 
     This is certainly not how God desires us to live. He does not want us to be in constant turmoil and 
He does want there to be peace. So how do we accomplish this? Let me begin by saying what will not 
work. 
 
     We cannot deny that problems exist. This never works and is not helpful. Like the ostrich putting 
their head in the sand, just because we close our eyes to issues doesn't mean they are nonexistent. They 
not only don't go away, they get worse. 
 
     We also can't stay in our "camps" and try to out shout the other side. As Christians we cannot have 
sides. We have to remember that everyone is a part of the family of God. If our "camp" leaves anyone 
out, it is not of God. 
 
     What the scripture tells us to do is to begin by listening to the upright and blameless. None of these 
people will be perfect, but they will be the one's doing their best to direct us to follow the way of 
Christ. These people may or may not be in our "camp." But once again, as Christians are called to  
follow solid biblical and theological doctrine over our opinion socially and politically.  
 
     The upright and blameless will point us to Christ's message of love and grace for every human  
being in the world. Now, I'll be frank, if we are striving for this we will run into difficult, non-peaceful 
people and situations. But our peace from God doesn't cone from circumstances but rather inwardly.  
 
     We will have a sense of peace knowing that we are not only following the will of God but that 
every member of God's family is benefiting by it. Living out Christ's message of love and grace is  
never the easy route but it is the only way to truly obtain peace both for ourselves and for all in the 
world. 
 
     So let's all of us follow the upright and blameless way of Christ's teaching of love and grace even in 
the face of turmoil and may we all benefit with a sense of inner peace. 
 
God's Love and Grace, 
 
Pastor Ken T
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OCTOBER 2020 

P O L A N D  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  
C O N N E C T S  -  S E R V E S  -  G R O W S  



 

 

Many of you have been asking “when will we return to worship inside again?”.  Great news! Based on reports 
from Larry Warren, Poland School Board member, and the small number of student cases of Covid-19 the 
Cabinet voted and set a date of November 1, 2020 for re-entry to worship in our sanctuary.   
 
This time will allow us to acquire the items for the sanitization and cleaning that will be required.  We also 
wanted to have the new A/V upgrades in place for improved quality of the live streaming many have utilized 
for in home worship.   
 
You will find in this Messenger our plans for keeping us as protected and healthy as possible.  These are  
extraordinary times and if we all work together, we can make this new journey a blessed, safe and grace filled 
one.  
 
We will need volunteers to pull this journey off.  We will need folks to step up to be ushers, greeters, cleaners 
and door handlers.  This is something almost anyone can help with part time so that all that service is not 
heaped onto just a few volunteers. 
 
Please contact the office or members of the cabinet for answers to any questions you have and or to step up to 
help. 
 
As we return to the sanctuary for worship in November, you will notice there have been notable changes to our 
staffing.  
 
Before the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic PUMC was experiencing attendance and financial shortfalls.  
To stop the shortfalls difficult decisions were made.  All custodial and music staff were furloughed.   
Financially those furloughs have brought our balance sheet up to even.  At current levels of giving, we can pay 
our operating expenses. 
 
Going forward the following staffing changes were made.  The Child Care Center will now be paying and  
supervising their own custodian as an employee of the center.  The Child Care Center will also pay rent.   
 
PUMC cleaning will be provided by an outside cleaning company for the main and second floors on site three 
weekdays per week.  The cost for that service is less than the cost for the part time housekeeper we had been 
paying.   
 
For those custodial duties not furnished by the cleaning company we will be asking for volunteers from the 
congregation to step up and help.  For difficult or very special skillset jobs outside skill levels of the  
congregational volunteers we will continue to pay outside contractors.  We anticipate most of those monies 
will come from the Enrichment fund.   
 
We will also ask groups meeting in the church to provide their own set ups and tear downs if possible. 
 
Over the years the music teams have become part of our church family, have also been furloughed, thus, we 
will, for the foreseeable future, have no choir, or praise team.  As a vital part of the worship experience, it is 
our prayer and intention to add live music as soon as fiscally possible and prudent. 
 
Thank you all so much for your prayers, attendance, gifts and patience. 
 
PUMC Cabinet 

Bob Long | Blaise Prentiss | Eileen Crites-Grope | Charlie Lasky | Larry Warren | Rick Horvath | Dan Klimas | Patty Tchoryk 
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Sunday Sanctuary Service 
 
PURPOSE 
The Church is planning to return our congregation prayerfully and thoughtfully to in-person service in the Sanctuary in a 
manner that will continue to reach the most people with the love and hope of our Savior Jesus Christ. This will include 
the “safety” of everyone that participates in these in-person services with social separation, hygiene, and sanitizing. In 
response to our recent Church survey, our return to in-person service will include a single service at 10 a.m. on Sundays 
with a mix of traditional and praise style of music. Please help to support the following guidelines as we are striving to 
provide a safe environment for everyone and share in the love of Christ. 
 
For those that remain uncomfortable with returning to in-person service, we will continue to live stream our services on 
Facebook. Those that cannot join us in service are encouraged to participate through the live stream or to watch the  
service later on Facebook. We also continue to have the tythe.ly Church App available to submit prayer requests or  
provide electronic donations. 
 
ENTRANCE 
In an effort to manage the flow of traffic within the building and focus our sanitizing, we will be providing access 
through the West portico entrance near the elevator and through the front main entrances. The remaining entrances  
remain locked. The following guidelines have been prepared to provide safety of all participants: 
 
1. Doors will be opened 20 minutes before our service and during clement weather remain open through service to  
provide clean air ventilation. 
2. We will be asking everyone to maintain social distancing of six feet between people not in the same household. Masks 
must be worn by everyone unless medically unable. 
3. A church greeter will be at each entrance to take individual’s temperatures and ask a few minor questions (i.e. have 
you been exposed to COVID-19 within the last 14 days or have you experienced any symptoms). Anyone with a  
temperature above 100.4 F (based on the Ohio Department of Health recommendation) will be prohibited from entry. 
Please note that after service begins, the entrance greeters will move into the Narthex to listen to service and will  
welcome and take individual temperatures of anyone arriving after service begins at that location. 
4. There will be no tables, coffee, or doughnuts in the Narthex to minimize gatherings and maintain social distancing. 
5. The drinking fountains will be closed to avoid sanitization concerns. 
6. There will be no nursery available for the foreseeable future. The nursery would be a challenging area to mitigate  
concerns and provide a safe environment for everyone. 
7. Hand sanitizer dispensers will be posted in key locations near the entrances, in the Narthex, in the elevator and near 
the bathrooms. Everyone is strongly encouraged to maintain strong personal hygiene to wash their hands or use the  
sanitizer stations. 
8. All volunteer greeters will be wearing masks and gloves. 
9. Disposable masks will be available for those that need one. We encourage if you take a mask you keep it for weekly 
use. 
10. The Elevator and restrooms will be sanitized after every service. 
11. The basement will remain locked through November. We will be evaluating how and when to open Children’s 
Church. Children’s Church lesson materials have been distributed to all participants with corresponding videos by Amy 
Winner on the Church website and App. Any new families that would like these materials can contact Connie Arnoto in 
the Church office. 
 
SANCTUARY 
Within the Narthex and Sanctuary, we ask that everyone wear their face masks and maintain good social distancing of 
six feet. The following guidelines have been prepared to provide safety of all participants: 
1. Every other pew will be roped off and staggered side to side in the sanctuary. 
2. Require face masks except for health reasons (honor system). All ushers, greeters, temperature takers are required to 
maintain face masks. 
3. Six foot spacing between all participants is encouraged. Families are encouraged to sit together. 
4. The Bibles, hymnals, pencils, envelopes, and prayer cards have been removed from the pews to minimize touch points 
and sanitizing. 
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5. Prayer requests are encouraged through the church app or church secretary. 
6. Offering trays or other containers will be positioned at sanctuary doors (3) for access while entering or 
exiting the Sanctuary. We encourage everyone to considering using the tythe.ly Church App to make  
electronic donations for the Church. 
7. Communion is continuing to be evaluated; however, we encourage you to bring your own like when we 
shared in the parking lot service. 
8. The Pastor or other speakers will wear their face mask normally, however, when speaking or providing 
the sermon, they will remove their mask and maintain a safe distance from the congregation in the front of 
the service. At the end of service, the speaker or pastor will remain at front of sanctuary to allow everyone 
to safely exit the building. 
9. There will be no formal greetings before or after service and ushers will encourage folks to enter the 
sanctuary and sit at safe distances. After service, the ushers will direct everyone to safely exit the  
building. Any social interaction or “gathering” is encouraged outside with masks and appropriate social 
distancing. 
10. The Sanctuary, Narthex, and all traffic areas will be sanitized between services. 
 
Restrooms and Elevators 
The elevator and the main floor restrooms will be available during service. It is encouraged to limit the 
use of both the restrooms and elevator to one person, or family, to maintain six-foot social distancing. The 
following guidelines have been prepared to provide safety of all participants: 
1. Anyone using these facilities are encouraged to wipe down handles, doors, flushers, and towel  
dispenser after usage. A reminder sign will be posted with directions and wipes will be provided in the 
restrooms and elevators. 
2. The restrooms and elevator will be sanitized after each service.  
 
Volunteers 
Volunteers will be posted at the two open entrances and in the Narthex to help answer questions and keep 
everything moving smoothly before and after service. We will require four to five volunteers each week 
to coordinate our service activities. Anyone interested in volunteering to assist in these efforts is strongly 
encouraged to reach out to the Cabinet or the Pastor. 
 
Purchased Items 
The Church has been working to make sure the necessary supplies are available to safely re-enter the 
sanctuary. 
1. Infrared digital thermometers; two required. 
2. Volunteers will be wearing protective gloves and face masks. 
3. Hand sanitizer stations for each restroom, elevator (one required plus table to set it on), Narthex doors 
into the Sanctuary, and at each Church entrance. 
4. Disposable face masks will be available for anyone that does not have one. 
5. Restroom and cleaning supplies will be maintained for use within the building. 
 
Church Meetings 
Masks and six-foot social distancing are encouraged at all Church related meetings. We also encourage 
limiting meeting participants to 10 or less people. Rooms to be used should be rotated to allow  
sanitization or a minimum of 72 hours. If we plan this well, based on estimated 72 hours that the virus 
living on surfaces, we could hold meetings in various rooms and reduce risks while controlling the need 
for costly sterilization. Remote meetings using Zoom, Go to Meeting etc. is also encouraged. 
 
Sunday School, Upwards, Volleyball, Basketball (unless outdoors) will be delayed until a COVID-19  
vaccine is readily available for everyone. 
 
We intend to remain very focused on this transition to keep everyone safe. We trust our leadership and 
volunteers to keep an eye on all of these moving pieces. As we continue to walk through this chaotic time, 
we will see the situation will remain fluid. We want everyone to remain safe as possible, comfortable, and 
to feel at ease when in the Church. We encourage feedback from anyone and will make adjustments when 
appropriate. Thank you for your understanding and support of these guidelines. 
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NEEDED:  
Trunks and Candy  

 

 
We are accepting individually wrapped candy  
donations now. A candy bin will be located under  the  
portico on the West side of PUMC M-F, 8AM-2PM and 
each Sunday by the Food Pantry donation cart. 
 
 
Email k4matt@aol.com if you plan to decorate your 
trunk! If you are unable to get decorations; let us know & 
we will gather some decorations and decorate your trunk 
when you get here!  
 
COVID-19 has stolen a lot from our kids this year. Help 
us spread some happiness from our parking lot. It will lift 
your heart as well as theirs! 

 

 

 

Cub Scouts Pack 9002 

Purchase popcorn for yourself, or 
you can purchase a Hometown 
Heroes tin that will be donated 
locally to a first-responder team. 
Our first-responders have been 
working diligently to make sure 
that all of our communities contin-
ue to be safe throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic and we want 
to give back by presenting them 
with tins honoring their work. 

AT PUMC OCT 11 - After Service 

mailto:k4matt@aol.com

