
THE MESSENGER 
Thoughts from Pastor Ken 
"But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved. Ephesians 2:4-5 

Dear friends in Christ, 

     Each year during the month of November my mind focuses on what I am thankful for. I consider myself very fortunate 
and my list is usually quite lengthy. Now, besides the typical entries most of us share of family, friends and health; probably 
the thing I am most thankful for is the love and grace of Jesus. 

     I say this not to sound super spiritual, but the truth is after experiencing Christ's love and grace it totally changed every-
thing in my life. It changed how I view myself, how I deal with others and how I react to both the joys and sorrows that I 
experience.  

     When I realized that I do not have to measure up to any standard to receive the love of God and that when I mess up, His 
grace (undeserved forgiveness) is always given; I took this to heart. I accepted this fully in my life and I began to live out 
these same values with everyone else.  

     What this means is that if God can love and forgive me, I, in turn, need to be willing to love and forgive everyone else. 
Not because they deserve it, because I don't, but because that's what being a follower of Jesus does. And this is why I am so 
thankful for His love and grace. 

     Now, I realize that there seems to be more hatred and judgment today than there is love and grace. That we hear more 
about rage than we do forgiveness. But this does not have to be the case. We really can make a difference. It may seem 
overwhelming but if we work together we can turn this around. 

     With the season of Thanksgiving approaching, when someone asks us what we are thankful for let's all say, "The love 
and grace of Jesus." And then not only explain what we mean but live it out in every one of our encounters. Let's remember 
what the apostle Paul tells us that, "Love never fails." 

     So let's not allow the negative around us to interfere with our faith or our holidays. Let's bring about the change that we 
all desire. 

God's Love and Grace,  Pastor Ken 
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Trustee Update 
Micah 5:4 

PUMC LIVE NATIVITY 

We continue to receive cash gifts for the Live Nativity scheduled for De-

cember 12. 

PUMC CHICKEN DINNER 

Huge thanks to Jan Sharp and all the volunteers.  They do an amazing 

job each month!   

God Bless you all and always give thanks to our Lord for all He has done 

for us!!! 

Missions is also welcoming TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

who is joining PUMC to share ideas and resources for Missions 

MISSION TRIP 

Eileen Crites will the spearheading PUMC efforts to put together a Mis-

sion Trip next year which will include folks from other churches.  THANK 

YOU Eileen. 

NOVEMBER MISSION PROJECT 

We will be collecting school supplies for the Poland Schools as a commu-

nity outreach project. More info will be available on our website soon. 

PUMC Cabinet  

Poland  
Interfaith  
Food Pantry 
 

Serving by distributing food 

monthly to local families in 

need. Thank you to the Poland 

Giant Eagle that every week 

donates frozen meat the Boy 

Scouts from PUMC who faith-

fully run collections from the 

community.  Distributions are 

the last Tuesday and Wednes-

day of every month and is drive 

through only.   Volunteers are 

from PUMC, Holy Family,  and 

Poland-Presbyterian. Last 

month we served 28 families. 

SUPPORTING MISSIONS 

“Thanksgiving reminds us 

that no matter what befalls 

us in life, we can take the 

charred remnants and we 

can reconstruct a life  

unimaginably richer than 

that from which the shards 

and pieces fell.”  

― Craig D. Lounsbrough  



Psalms 
127:3  
 
Lo, children 
are an  
heritage of 
the LORD: 
and the 
fruit of the 
womb is his  
reward. 
 

 
 
 
Proverbs 
22:6 
 
Train up a 
child in the 
way he 
should go: 
and when 
he is old, 
he will not 
depart from 
it.  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-127-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-127-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-22-6/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Proverbs-22-6/


224 Youth 
Group 
5th - 12th Grade 

All youth invited to 224 
UMC Youth Group! 
 
Meets Sundays from  
6-7:30PM in the Fellow-
ship Hall at PUMC. 
 
If you have a 5th grader 
thru high school, please 
spread the word! 
 
Rob Simon from PUMC 
along with Youth Leaders 
youth from Boardman 
and Canfield UMC’s are 
collaborating together to 
bring the 224 UMC Youth 
Group to life! 
 
Any questions, please 
contact  
rmsimon3@yahoo.com. 

LIVE NATIVITY 

TRUSTEES 
Proverbs 24:27 

The repair of the steeple is scheduled for next spring.  The repairs will 

take approximately two months as fitting PUMC into the contractor’s 

schedule is not possible for this year. 

Work on the floors from the flood last year is complete.  We will try to re-

place the east entrance floor and foyer to match. 

A special Trustees tip of the hat to the following persons: 

Jason Smith for continuing as our lawn mowing service. Super job. 

Tom Semer fixed the building hot water tank.  Budd Barger and Tom Se-

mer inspected the boilers and replaced filters which needed replaced.  If 

you see them, please thank them for all they do.   

Becky Gifford for her continued organization of the myriad of items accu-

mulated over time at the church. 

Thanks to you all.   

PUMC Cabinet  

“Gratitude is the inward 

feeling of kindness  

received. Thankfulness is 

the natural impulse to  

express that feeling. 

Thanksgiving is the  

following of that impulse.”  

– Henry Van Dyke  



                                                        SEP               YTD 

Monthly physical contributions      $16,013.00    $180,305.00 

Monthly on-line contributions        $  1,989.00    $  19,874.00  

Other revenues                             $  2,809.00    $  24,907.00 

Less monthly expenses                $25,250.00    $195,806.00  

Net impact to Budget                    ($ 4,439.00)   $  29,280.00 

Every Wednesday at 9AM catch a short  

MOMENT OF HOPE WITH PASTOR KEN  

on Facebook, Instagram or  

at polandumc.org. 

Poland UMC 
Members and 
Friends 
 

Please take a moment 
and  update your person-
al information on the link 
listed below. 
 
A new membership and 
friends  directory will be 
updated and made avail-
able in January of 2022. 
 
It’s imperative that your 
information is up to date 
so we can keep in contact 
with you! 
 
Also, if you know of a 
member or friend that is 
ill, has moved or needs a 
call, please get in touch 
with the church office by 
phone or email. 
 
 

 

FORM 

https://get.tithe.ly/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfW2D0ddorA49Q2URg4n7hU0JHh0mR9KhMSyCODJ-iP23pWGg/viewform

