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"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth." Acts 1:8 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
     Jesus shared these words with the apostles just prior to His ascension to heaven. 
He wanted them to know that He had not only risen from the dead but that they 
would be able to carry on His ministry through the power of the Holy Spirit. Even 
though Jesus would not be physically with them, the power of God would still be 
there. 
 
     Easter is coming in a few days. It will be a joyous celebration as we remember the 
sacrificial love of Jesus on the cross and the amazing grace He showed through the  
resurrection. But as we learn from the words of Jesus Himself, this is not the end but 
the beginning. 
 
     We, too, need to realize that the power of the Holy Spirit is with us and that we 
are likewise called to be Christ's witnesses to the entire world. To share with  
everyone His story of sacrificial love and amazing grace. How He has touched and 
changed our lives and how much He also loves them. 
 
     So I truly hope and pray that each and everyone of you have a blessed Easter. 
Then, may we springboard off this wonderful day to continue to share His message 
with the world. 
 
 
God's Love and Grace,   
 
Pastor Ken   T
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P O L A N D  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

C O N N E C T S  -  S E R V E S  -  G R O W S  



 

 

TRUSTEES 
Trustee’s tip of the cap to Budd Barger who has been checking on the boilers and helped replace faucets and 
drains in the Daycare Kitchenette. Tom Semer for keeping tabs on our kitchen refrigerator which has been  
acting up.  Tom also oversaw the Scouts drive thru spaghetti dinner and left the kitchen cleaner than when they 
started.  The secret painting elf has also been hard at work in the church offices.  Thank you and beautiful job. 
 
Worship has added a second camera to augment the sanctuary’s new A/V system. 
 
Springtime is coming and we are asking for volunteers to: pull weeds and trim shrubs, painting of the church 
portico, sprucing up the outside, etc. Broken downspout has been repaired on the daycare side of the church.   
 
Still waiting on insurance resolution for wind damaged steeple repair and basement flooring from the flood. 

 
AFRICAN UNIVERSITY DORMITORY DRIVE –PROVERBS 11:25 
Thank you, church!  As of now we have collected $860 for the African University Dormitory Fund Raiser.  
Please don’t forget our plan to match up to $2,000.00 dollar for dollar to your donation plus additional matches 
from the East Liverpool UMC. Thank you for your compassion and generosity! We will keep you posted. 
 
Starting in April, Easter Sunday our local Mission outreach will be to collect toiletries (bar soap, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, deodorant) for the local Teen Challenge Organization which is headed up by Bob Pavelich, a 
local man who was in the program for many years and now is continuing the fight against addictions for teens 
across the Valley.  We will post a video on the website so you can see the great work they are doing. The  
grocery cart will be outside the West Entrance on Sundays and inside the remainder of the week. 
 

POLAND INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY  
Thank you to the Poland Giant Eagle that every week donates frozen meat and those folks from PUMC who 
faithfully donate their time and food every month.  Also a HUGE thank you to Poland Middle School for over 
10,000 pieces of donated food during their food drive! Next distribution will be March 29th and 30th and is 
drive through only. 
 

PUMC LIVE NATIVITY 
Keep tuned in we will be looking to raise funds for the Live Nativity.  The cabinet will be looking at ways to 
provide the funds necessary to continue that program. 
 

God Bless you all. 
PUMC Cabinet  

Matthew 25:31-40 
 

CHURCH CABINET MEMBERS 
 
 Sandy Beckwith sbeckwith33@yahoo.com  |  Eileen Crites dawnaar@att.net 
 
 Ken Gifford ken@polandumc.org |  Rick Horvath horvath@zoominternet.net  

   
 Dan Klimas danjklimas@gmail.com  |  Charlie Lasky charlesdlasky@gmail.com 
 
 Blaise Prentiss blaiseprentiss@zoominternet.net  |  Bob Long rglong@pridegage.com 
 
 Patty Tchoryk pattytchoryk@yahoo.com  |   Andrew Winner andrewwinner@hotmail.com 
  
    Larry Warren larrynsig@zoominternet.net     

 
(Additional contact information for Cabinet Chair) 

Larry Warren Home Phone: 330-757-3631  Cell Phone: 330-727-2843 

Bob Long | Blaise Prentiss | Eileen Crites | Charlie Lasky | Larry Warren | Rick Horvath | Dan Klimas | Patty Tchoryk | Andy Winner | Sandy Beckwith 
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Church Cabinet Meeting March 11, 2021 Summary 
 
The Poland United Methodist Church Cabinet meets monthly to consider matters important to the church.  Below is a summary of 
items that were considered at our most recent meeting. The next meeting of the cabinet will be Thursday, April 8. 2021 at 7:00 pm.  
The cabinet meets via ZOOM and attendance is open to all.  If you would like to attend, please contact the church office.  
 
Finance 

• Expenses so far are in-line with revenue 
• Giving, however, is below what it has been 
• We are considering a Stewardship campaign 
• Overall, our church has reduced its budget by $170,000.00 
• This reduction was accomplished mainly by reduction of staff 

 
General Church Program 
 Currently, the following activities are taking place within the church building: 
 Scouts:  The troop is meeting in person. Social distancing, masks, and other  protocols are being followed. The  
 Scouting program on a national level has provided strong leadership ensuring safe and secure practices. 
 The Poland-Boardman Child Care Center: The PBCCC operates five days a week. Guidelines from the state and 
 local level are rather stringent and all of these are followed. 
 The Upward Sports program continues on a vir tual format with a number  of basketball dr ills available on -line for 
 children.  These drills are something that kids can follow at home. 
 
Staff/Parish 
  As most of us know, Ken has been assigned to be at Trinity UMC downtown for one day per week.  This assignment began 
 in January. The conference has not yet advised us of their intention moving forward. 
 
Looking towards the Sunday, May 2, 2021,  resumption of inside activities 
 
 • We are anxiously awaiting a return to inside worship and other activities with a target date of May 2, 2021.  We 
  will continue to be guided by Health Department and other reliable guidelines. 
 • As we approach the May 2 date, we will be able to provide more guidelines and details. Here’s what’s on our radar: 
 
  1. What health protocols do we need to follow? 

2. How do we best communicate these protocols to the congregation? 
3. What provisions do we have for Sunday School? 
4. What provisions do we have for children’s sermon/children’s worship? 

 • Our general strategy is to look short-term (May through August) then develop and implement a longer-term  
  strategy that would serve us into the fall and beyond. 
 • Our longer-term strategy will involve input and engagement from the congregation as we continue our journey. 
 
United Methodist Church General Conference – 2022 
 
 • The United Methodist Church has been dealing with the LGBTQ question for over 40 years. This issue was ad
  dressed at the 2016 General Conference with a Special General Conference set for 2019 that was to deal solely with 
  the issue.  That Special General Conference was held and a decision was made.    
 
 • The issue was to be revisited and further resolved at the 2020 General Conference that was cancelled both in 2020 
  and 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 • In the meantime, alternatives were proposed using a mediator (one of the best and most expensive law firms in the 
  nation).  Incidentally, that mediation law firm donated its services at no cost to the denomination. Estimates have 
  suggested that the cost of such a mediation would have been in excess of one million dollars. 
 
 • The mediated settlement, along with several other options and additional denominational business, is to be  
  presented at the 2022 version of the 2020 General Conference in August of 2022. 
 
 • It seems like a long way off but it will be here before we know it.  The decisions made at the 2022 Conference will 
  have great ramifications for us.  It is our duty and our responsibility to remain informed of the issues. 
 
As mentioned above, the next meeting of our Cabinet will be held via ZOOM on Thursday, April 8, 2021. 



 

 

Summer church camp 2021 will be a little different this year due to COVID 
recommendations: camp capacity will be reduced; camp leaders are  
adaptive to new guidelines; and camp programs & activities have been 
modified. Cleaning and disinfection throughout the  facilities; mask  
wearing when needed, small groups & distancing and minimizing large 
group activities will be applied. 
 
Summer Registration has begun and spots are limited in accordance with 
Ohio Dept of Health; All three camps are open and are available for 1st 
graders & up; Camp Aldersgate is located in Carrollton, Ohio; Camp  
Asbury  in Hiram, Ohio  & Camp Wanake is located in Beach City, Ohio; 
and if you register before April 22, campers will receive a $20 discount and 

a camp t-shirt and there is also a sibling discount available. If you require a list of camp events & costs; I can 
get those to you along with a registration form or you can visit www.EOCSummercamps.org to view the  
different camping events available this summer. Youth camps are also available. 
 
Remember; PUMC will pay half of our church member’s camping fee; for your convenience, our portion will 
hold your camping spot and then you pay can the balance before the camp begins. Please drop off your forms 
to the church, I will apply discounts, if any, and I have additional paperwork to send along with the  
registration and our portion of payment. Payment plans are available through the conference office, if needed. 
 
Wherever you choose for summer camp, a fun & life-changing experience is waiting. Any questions, email me 
k4matt@aol.com or church office. We are here to help. This is a confusing time for everyone & we will try to 
answer your questions. 
 
Kitty Matteson 

                                                        February         YTD  
 
Monthly physical contributions        $12,309.30      $41,642.45 
Monthly on-line contributions          $  2,761.71      $  5,327.69  
Other revenues                               $  2,733.86      $  5,467.72 
Less monthly expenses                  $22,323.06      $40,612.44   
 
Net impact to Budget                      ($ 4,518.19)     $11,825.42 

tithely giving app. 

http://www.EOCSummercamps.org
mailto:k4matt@aol.om
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1101167


 

 

Hello Spring! As we come into warmer weather and as we get closer to being able 
to put pandemic restrictions behind us, I want to suggest to all of you that you  
consider using our church pavilion for your group or event. The advantage of our 
pavilion is that we can get together in person safely and still socially distance due to 
the large size of our pavilion. Laymen's Quest, our adult Sunday school class, plans 
to use the pavilion to meet on Sundays immediately after worship service beginning 
in May (weather permitting). There will still be room for others to join us or to meet 
with your own class too. We have reserved our spot with Connie, our office  
manager, and I would strongly encourage all of you to reserve this space with  
Connie for your own event to avoid any potential time conflicts. 
 
Blaise Prentiss 
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Pastor Ken 
on April 1st! 


