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"They devoted themselves to the apostles' teachings and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayer." 
Acts 2:42 
 
     Dear friends in Christ, 
 
     It has been a long six months for all of us. This pandemic has turned our lives upside down on multiple  
levels. We have had to figure out new ways to do almost everything. From how we shop, work from home, 
zoom meetings, get our hair done, to social distance gatherings with family and friends. 
 
     Change is always difficult, but of course, we will all do what we must in order to keep people as safe as  
possible. None of us have any idea how long this will last, but we do know that God will not only be with us, but 
will also assist us in finding some good even through this horrible situation. 
 
     One of the positive things we have discovered is that churches have been reaching way more people through 
their on-line presence than what we had been previously. We are now able to reach people, literally, wherever 
they are. This is a wonderful advantage that we now posses. 
 
     I personally believe this has come at a critical time. The latest survey by Lifeway shows that 52% of  
Americans don't believe that Jesus is God and that the vast majority have very little biblical understanding. Even 
those who attend church. 
 
     So how can we use all of this information to share the Love/Grace/Forgiveness of Jesus to a hurting world? 
One way is that we plan on upgrading all of our technology so once we are able to worship inside again we will 
have a much higher quality both in person and live streaming. 
 
     The other is to go back to the foundation of the early church found in our scripture passage from Acts and put 
a modern twist to it. Since we are currently getting more people watching on-line than we are in person, I would 
like to see us follow this passage in how we live today. 
 
     Once it is safe to fully gather, I would encourage people to join together in small groups and meet in each 
other's homes or at a park, or for a Sunday brunch at a favorite restaurant. Bring a lap top, smart phone or any 
device and watch our Sunday worship and then I will have a sheet prepared each week with questions that each 
group can discuss. 
 
     This model follows the direction set by the early church and I truly believe will assist us in getting the  
message of Christ out. We, of course, will still have our regular in person Sunday worship and Sunday School. 
This is simply an added way for us to reach out to a whole new generation and meet the needs that we are  
currently facing. 
 
     More information about this will be forth coming because we have no idea when we would be able to begin 
such a venture. But I am excited about the possibilities of reaching out  in new ways. So let's continue to pray for 
one another as we deal with this pandemic and share our love as the Body of Christ. 
 
God's Love and Grace, Pastor Ken 
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Bob Long | Blaise Prentiss | Eileen Crites-Grope | Charlie Lasky | Larry Warren | Rick Horvath | Dan Klimas | Patty Tchoryk 
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We need help with our drive thru trunk or treat event!  Bring your car with 
your decorations October 25 & wave to the kids as they drive thru our 
parking lot.  You may sit by your trunk; everyone will be spaced apart for 
safety; no hand outs please. The kids will be given a little Eye Spy game 
for them to spot Halloween items as they drive by our trunks!  We will give 
the kids a bag of candy & prizes as they leave (all bags will be prepared 
following pandemic guidelines). Masks will be required and we ask that 
you maintain a safe  
distance from others. (we will have a donut & drink for you, too.) 
   
We will be accepting Halloween candy donations soon. Let’s make this a 
fun event for the kids during these confusing times.  Please notify the 
church office if you are willing to decorate your trunk or send an email to 
k4matt@aol.com.  
 
If you are unable to get decorations; but would like to participate, let us 
know & we will gather some decorations and decorate your trunk when 
you get here! 

We regretfully announce that 
we will not have our fall  
session of Kids Klub inside 
our church building. We will 
remain in contact with our 
kids with Kids Klub Surprise 
Packs that will be delivered 
monthly to their doorstep; no 
contact; each pack will  
include a Bible Lesson & 
activity, a link to a song/
video, a snack & a little  
surprise. Each pack will be 
dated for each Wednesday in 
that month. Registration 
forms were mailed to the  
parents in August. If you 
haven’t returned your form & 
want your children to be  
included, please do so as 
soon as possible or email me 
at k4matt@aol.com or call 
the church office.  We are 
praying that we can safely 
resume Kids Klub inside our 
building in January.   
 
Stay safe & we miss you all! 

After what we thought was an allergic reaction that prompted Andrew's  
pediatrician to order blood-work, Andrew was diagnosed in the beginning of May 
with B-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. ALL is the most common childhood 
cancer and the most treatable. He spent the initial 9 days of treatment in the  
hospital and after day 29, he was free of cancer cells. Our amazing church family 
arranged a welcome home parade for Andrew which he absolutely loved! He  
continues to undergo weekly visits to Akron Children's Hospital in Akron where he 
meets with his team of superhero doctors and nurses. He  
currently received chemo via infusion during those visits and takes medications at 
home. Most days, you can find him in our back yard playing baseball and  
pretending he's a pirate on his swing-set. His cancer certainly has not stopped him 
from being a kid!  
 
Overall, his entire treatment plan will take 2.5 years. He will undergo chemo  
treatments both inpatient and outpatient for the next few months. He is  
responding well to his treatment and we are hanging in there as best we can. We 

appreciate everyone's love and support over the past few months and want everyone to know that September is 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. This is an important issue for our family after  
losing Andrew's Aunt Tine (Justine Keller) in December from Ewing Sarcoma. Andrew 
is a fighter just like his Aunt Tine and we will continue to raise awareness and fight for 
Andrew and kids like him.  
 
Tristan Codner 
 
If you would like to help raise support, click the yellow ribbon! 

#IRONANDREW 

 

mailto:k4matt@aol.com
mailto:k4mat@aol.com
https://raceroster.com/events/2020/27568/2020-virtual-firstenergy-akron-marathon-half-marathon-and-team-relay/pledge/participant/9572522?fbclid=IwAR1DwCUetS-YBwyeVxOdrR9buhWHejF8O9-egPqzUT1amFLlKmlGlTD-opI
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Trustee’s tip of the cap to the following: 
 
Becky Gifford for all the weeding she has been doing 
 
Marty Mattison for repairing the Child Care playground 
fence and changing the bus battery 
 
Bud Barger and Tom Semer for electrical work around the 
church and parsonage. 
 
Mark Stricklin for the painting of the work office 
 
Still waiting on insurance resolution for steeple repair,  
replacement carpeting is on the way for the offices and  
basement flooring from the flood. Please be patient. 
 
Thank you all so much. 
 

PUMC Trustees 
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